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Dedication

In 1994, the original edition of The Back of Miss L's Room was published without a 
dedication.

For this, the 20th Anniversary Edition, I would like to dedicate the book to the young authors 
of the world. Keep telling your stories. 
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The Back of Miss L’s Room

! In the back of Miss L’s Room, there’s a closet. 



! “Miss L,” said Mike. 
“The First Grade Books 
aren’t here!” 
! “Try the closet,” Miss 
L. Said. 



 Inside the closet, 
Mike heard a noise. 
 “RRAT! Polly wants 
a cracker!,” said a 
parrot. “Take me 
home!” 
 “ I can’t take you 
home,” said Mike. 



 “Have it YOUR way!” the parrot 
said. He let a crocodile out of the 
closet. 

 The class screamed.



 Someone even called the 
Fire Department.



 They came and squirted the 
parrot. 
 “Just SQUAWKIN’ in the rain!” 
the parrot sang. 



 After that, the zoo came and took the crocodile.



 But nobody knows what happened to the parrot.

THE END!
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The Story Behind “Miss L’s Room”



 In 1994, I was a third grader in Mrs. Glaze's class at 
Larrabee Elementary School in Bellingham, Washington. 

Mrs. Glaze encouraged us to share our writing in 
class. There were several kids who really liked to stand up 
and read their work aloud. You might think that this 
sounds embarrassing, but it didn't bother me. I would al-
ways share my stories. I enjoyed hearing stories that were 
written by my classmates. We became a community of 
authors. 

In the middle of the school year, when I was nine 
years old, I wrote The Back of Miss L's Room. I was in-
spired by the old closets in the classrooms and halls of Lar-
rabee. I wondered, what if there was a closet with some-
thing really crazy inside? My other inspiration came from 
Iago, a character in the Disney film Aladdin. I thought that 
the idea of a talking bird was very funny, so I included one 
in my story. 

The story is very simple and very short. When I read 
it aloud to my class, I performed an excellent parrot voice. 
No matter how many times they heard the story, every-
body would always laugh every time I sang, “Just 
squawkin' in the rain!” The story was very popular in the 
classroom, and became “famous” just for that year, just for 
our class. 

By the way, during the same year, I wrote the story 
that would would later become Manners (This Book Does 
Not Teach Manners). 

The story in this ebook is the same story that I wrote 
in third grade. The illustrations are new for the 21st Cen-
tury. I thought that a short book would be a good way to 
introduce new readers to my drawing style and sense of hu-
mor. 

So, what do you think? RRAATT!
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Here are some illustrations from the 
original 1994 version of the book
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Here’s another book that I wrote: 

Manners (This Book Does Not Teach Manners)

“A cute, breezy, misbehaving parody of children's etiquette 
books. A fun book for smart kids and light-hearted adults.”

Visit my website 

dantasticbooks.com

Or say “Hi” Facebook
Make sure to get a grownup’s permission before going 

online. 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00KHGMTLK
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00KHGMTLK
http://dantasticbooks.com
http://dantasticbooks.com
https://www.facebook.com/dantasticbooks
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